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To speakers of modern Greek the Homeric poems of the 7th century BC are not written
in a foreign language. The Greek language has enjoyed a continuous tradition from
earliest times until now. This book traces its history from the immediately
post-classical or Hellenistic period to the present day. The aim is both to analyse the
changing structure of a language stabilised by a peculiarly long and continuous literary
tradition, and to show how changing historical circumstances are reflected in its
development. In particular the historical roots of modern Greek's internal bilingualism
are traced.
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评论

好的语言通史。

-----------------------------
一部分是以前看的，近期重点看了土占期的希腊语状况和现希national
language的形成与变迁。最后两三章非常清晰明了地勾勒了希腊语言问题的历史，并
指明了论争的几大派别各自的立场和观点。这本还是比较侧重语言形变的，很多章节后
附有不同时期的变化表格。也正因如此，对19世纪文学史论争梳理得不够细致，关于这
部分可参考Byzantium and Modern Greek Identity中作者的另一篇论文Byzantium and
the Greek Language Question作补充阅读。
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