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This stunningly persuasive book examines the persistent, radical gap between the
promise of American ideals and the performance of American politics. Samuel P.
Huntington shows how Americans, throughout their history as a nation, have been
united by the democratic creed of liberty, equality, and hostility to authority. At the
same time he reveals how, inevitably, these ideals have been perennially frustrated
through the institutions and hierarchies required to carry on the essential functions of
governing a democratic society. From this antagonism between the ideals of
democracy and the realities of power have risen four great political upheavals in
American history. Every third generation, Huntington argues, Americans have tried to
reconstruct their institutions to make them more truly reflect deeply rooted national
ideals. Moving from the clenched fists and mass demonstrations of the 1960s, to the
moral outrage of the Progressive and Jacksonian Eras, back to the creative ideological
fervor of the American Revolution, he incisively analyzes the dissenters' objectives. All,
he pungently writes, sought to remove the fundamental disharmony between the
reality of government in America and the ideals on which the American nation was
founded. Huntington predicts that the tension between ideals and institutions is likely
to increase in this country in the future. And he reminds us that the fate of liberty and
democracy abroad is intrinsically linked to the strength of our power in world affairs.
This brilliant and controversial analysis deserves to rank alongside the works of
Tocqueville, Bryce, and Hofstadter and will become a classic commentary on the
meaning of America.

作者介绍: 

Samuel Phillips Huntington (April 18, 1927 – December 24, 2008) was an influential
conservative political scientist from the United States of America whose works covered
multiple sub-fields of political science. He gained wider prominence through his Clash
of Civilizations (1993, 1996) thesis of a post-Cold War new world order.
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书评

亨廷顿对美国政治独树一帜的解读。他认为理想与现实之间的鸿沟一直是美国政治的中
心话题，这是其他国家所没有的现象。美国历史上历次信条激情时期，美利坚信条的价
值都会被唤醒，动员人们去挑战既有的制度与实践。正如20世纪60年代激动学生运动
中哈佛大学法学院研究生梅尔登·...  

-----------------------------

-----------------------------

-----------------------------
这本书是以这样一个问题开始的：政治思想和政治体制的关系如何?
这是解释政治的一个视角，不同于其他用社会结构解释政治的范型，如强调经济利益和
“阶级斗争”的进步主义（联邦党人思想家）、强调中产阶级的基本共识理论（奉托克
维尔为圭臬）和关注利益集团之间竞争的...  
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读的第一本关于美国的书，补了很多知识。第一次知道同样作为具有统一意识形态的国
家，美国和中国原来有如此多的相似之处。
全书逻辑非常顺畅，自洽。自由主义的政治理想和政治现实之间的鸿沟、实现自由平等
与限制权力扩张之间的张力，决定了美国人回应认识失调的不同模式，决定...  

-----------------------------

-----------------------------
如果让你评价一下美国政治体制，或许你会说，自由 民主 平等
，但是事实上这种评价是片面的。因为你说的是美国的政治理想或者说是信念，但是这
个错误不能怪你，因为美国人是虚伪的。虚伪其实也是美国文化的一种特征。美国人需
要相信，他们的自由民主理想就反映在他们的体制之中...  

-----------------------------

-----------------------------
在1981年出版的《美国政治：失衡的承诺》一书中，亨廷顿处理的是信念政治问题。
朱文莉教授在中译本序言中指出，“它所书写的1960年代正是现代美国与后现代美国
的分水岭。在此之前的美国是WASP文化居核心地位的清教伦理之国，在此之后则是多
元文化主义占据主流；在此之前，美国...  

-----------------------------
不打算说亨氏的观点。只想感慨一下他的文风。
英语课上学习亨廷顿《文明的冲突》的时候，老师提了一个最普通不过的问题，亨廷顿
为什么要安排这样的文章结构？我给了个最简单的回答：亨廷顿风格（Huntington's
style），老师居然认为是正解。 不过回想一下，从文明...  

-----------------------------
美国的自由与民主向来受世人所推崇，我也不例外。深知在一个自由的国度享受自由的
畅快。盎格鲁－美利坚民族自建国以降就是启蒙运动在美洲典型的范例。而我们国人又
知道多少“美国”呢？ 不禁感叹，期待祖国！  
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