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Shunmyo Masuno is the head priest of a 450-year-old Zen Buddhist temple in Japan,
an award-winning Zen garden designer for clients all over the world, and a professor of
environmental design at one of Japan's leading art schools. He has lectured widely,
including at the Harvard Graduate School of Design, Cornell University, and Brown
University.

Allison Markin Powell (translator) is the translator of Hiromi Kawakami’ s Strange
Weatherin Tokyo, The Nakano Thrift Shop, and The Ten Loves of Nishino, as well as
works by Osamu Dazai, Fuminori Nakamura, and Kanako Nishi, among others. She was
the guest editor of the first Japan issue of Words Without Borders and maintains the
online database Japanese Literature in English. She lives in New York.

Harriet Lee-Merrion (illustrator) is an award-winning illustrator whose work has been
published worldwide in such publications as The New York Times, Marie Claire, and
The Guardian and exhibited in New York, London, and Berlin.
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