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Was the division of Europe after World War II inevitable? In this powerful reassessment
of the postwar order in Europe, Norman Naimark suggests that Joseph Stalin was far
more open to a settlement on the continent than we have thought. Through revealing
case studies from Poland and Yugoslavia to Denmark and Albania, Naimark recasts the
early Cold War by focusing on Europeans’ fight to determine their future.

As nations devastated by war began rebuilding, Soviet intentions loomed large.
Stalin’s armies controlled most of the eastern half of the continent, and in France
and Italy, communist parties were serious political forces. Yet Naimark reveals a
surprisingly flexible Stalin, who initially had no intention of dividing Europe. During a
window of opportunity from 1945 to 1948, leaders across the political spectrum,
including Juho Kusti Paasikivi of Finland, Wladyslaw Gomulka of Poland, and Karl
Renner of Austria, pushed back against outside pressures. For some, this meant
struggling against Soviet dominance. For others, it meant enlisting the Americans to
support their aims.

The first frost of Cold War could be felt in the tense patrolling of zones of occupation in
Germany, but not until 1948, with the coup in Czechoslovakia and the Berlin Blockade,
did the familiar polarization set in. The split did not become irreversible until the
formal division of Germany and establishment of NATO in 1949. In illuminating how
European leaders deftly managed national interests in the face of dominating powers,
Stalin and the Fate of Europe reveals the real potential of an alternative trajectory for
the continent.
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終於讀完，細節量爆炸，我也不算是不熟悉這段的人事物但還是反覆要去查原始材料。
核心主張是：不應低估冷戰前歐洲各國的民族主義
agency，不應認爲斯大林有一套成體系、一以貫之的決策路線，斯大林對各國的處理
方案受各國共產黨、各國民衆對蘇態度以及地緣和經濟地位影響很大，並應和蘇聯內部
闘爭聯繫起來。選取七個案例條分縷析，重點放在各地政治人物如何與莫斯科博弈的細
節。尾聲有很強的當下政治色彩，討論前冷戰時期記憶政治，普京政權運作與冷戰模式
的異同，以及歐盟當下政策的部分還有點理想化。歷史研究上，我感到缺乏橫向的內容
：既然斯大林看待不同國家都有點不一樣，會否在同一時刻處理不同國家的態度互相影
響？關於波蘭的部分涉及了同時期對匈牙利和捷克斯洛伐克的討論，其他則闕如，是個
遺憾。總體仍值得一讀，入門尚可。
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[https://athenacool.wordpress.com/2019/10/17/stalin-and-the-fate-of-europe/] Stalin
and the Fate of Europe: The Postwar Struggle for Sovereignty
斯大林与欧洲的命运：战后争取主权的斗争 Norman M. Naimark October 8th 2019 by
Belknap Press 子扉我 2019年秋 季风...  
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