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Sadr-i-Ziya's Diary lends valuable perspective to numerous studies narrowly focused
upon the modern Reformists (Jadids) of his area. It also, and perhaps in the first place,
reveals the endless occupational and mortal uncertainties tormenting a Central Asian
Islamic judge practicing his profession within an aged political and economical system
deteriorating during the last decades, ca. 1880-1920, of the state of Bukhara. By
supplying a Bukharan intellectual's personal history, Sadr-i Ziya, author, poet and
calligrapher, also reveals himself as an admirable human being who enjoys life but
endures the repeated, scalding experience of losing beloved children, their mothers,
and other family members, in an era when medicine and prayer scarcely deterred the
multitude of prevailing inflictions. Nothwithstanding this strong focus upon his
personal life, Sadr-i Ziya provides an unparalleled view of the central role played by the
omnipresent religious hierarchy in his homeland.
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Rustam M. Shukurov, Ph.D. (1990), Moscow State University, is Associate Professor of
Medieval History at Moscow State University. His most recent books are The Grand
Komneno and the Orient (1204-1461) in Russian (2001) and Peuples d'Asie Centrale
(1994).

Muhammadjon Shakuri (Shukurov), Ph.D. (1955), Moscow, Academy of Sciences, is
senior researcher at the Institute of Tajik Language and Literature in Dushanbe,
Tajikistan. He has published extensively in the field of Tajik language and literature and
is one of the authors of the Lexicon of the Tajik Language in Tajik (1969).

Shahrbanou Tadjbakhsh, Ph.D. (1994) in Central Asian Studies, Columbia University,
was a staff member of the United Nations Development Programme from 1995-2002.
She is now Adjunct Assistant Professor in the School of International and Public Affairs
of Columbia University and has published extensively on gender issues, the civil war in
Tajikistan, development issues and human security.

Edward A. Allworth, Ph.D. (1959) Columbia University, in Slavic and Turkic languages
and literature, is Emeritus Professor of Turko-Soviet Studies, Columbia University. He
has written fourteen books and published more than 100 articles about cultural or
ethnic politics in Central Asia, the former USSR and the Middle East. The most recent of
these books are Devolution in Central Asia, 1990-2000 (2002) and Evading Reality. The
Devices of 'Abdalrauf Fitrat, Modern Central Asian Reformist (2002).
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