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Amazon.com Review

In Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, J.K. Rowling offers up equal parts danger and
delight--and any number of dragons, house-elves, and death-defying challenges. Now
14, her orphan hero has only two more weeks with his Muggle relatives before
returning to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Yet one night a vision
harrowing enough to make his lightning-bolt-shaped scar burn has Harry on edge and
contacting his godfather-in-hiding, Sirius Black. Happily, the prospect of attending the
season's premier sporting event, the Quidditch World Cup, is enough to make Harry
momentarily forget that Lord Voldemort and his sinister familiars--the Death
Eaters--are out for murder.

Readers, we will cast a giant invisibility cloak over any more plot and reveal only that
You-Know-Who is very much after Harry and that this year there will be no Quidditch
matches between Gryffindor, Ravenclaw, Hufflepuff, and Slytherin. Instead, Hogwarts
will vie with two other magicians' schools, the stylish Beauxbatons and the icy
Durmstrang, in a Triwizard Tournament. Those chosen to compete will undergo three
supreme tests. Could Harry be one of the lucky contenders?

But Quidditch buffs need not go into mourning: we get our share of this great game at
the World Cup. Attempting to go incognito as Muggles, 100,000 witches and wizards
converge on a "nice deserted moor." As ever, Rowling magicks up the details that make
her world so vivid, and so comic. Several spectators' tents, for instance, are entirely
unquotidian. One is a minipalace, complete with live peacocks; another has three
floors and multiple turrets. And the sports paraphernalia on offer includes rosettes
"squealing the names of the players" as well as "tiny models of Firebolts that really
flew, and collectible figures of famous players, which strolled across the palm of your
hand, preening themselves." Needless to say, the two teams are decidedly different,
down to their mascots. Bulgaria is supported by the beautiful veela, who instantly
enchant everyone--including Ireland's supporters--over to their side. Until, that is,
thousands of tiny cheerleaders engage in some pyrotechnics of their own: "The
leprechauns had risen into the air again, and this time, they formed a giant hand,
which was making a very rude sign indeed at the veela across the field."

Long before her fourth installment appeared, Rowling warned that it would be darker,
and it's true that every exhilaration is equaled by a moment that has us fearing for
Harry's life, the book's emotions running as deep as its dangers. Along the way, though,
she conjures up such new characters as Alastor "Mad-Eye" Moody, a Dark Wizard
catcher who may or may not be getting paranoid in his old age, and Rita Skeeter, who
beetles around Hogwarts in search of stories. (This Daily Prophet scoop artist has a
Quick-Quotes Quill that turns even the most innocent assertion into tabloid innuendo.)
And at her bedazzling close, Rowling leaves several plot strands open, awaiting book 5.
This fan is ready to wager that the author herself is part veela--her pen her wand, her
commitment to her world complete. (Ages 9 and older) --Kerry Fried --This text refers to
the Hardcover edition.

From Publishers Weekly

Even without the unprecedented media attention and popularity her magical series
has attracted, it would seem too much to hope that Rowling could sustain the
brilliance and wit of her first three novels. Astonishingly, Rowling seems to have the
spell-casting powers she assigns her characters: this fourth volume might be her most
thrilling yet. The novel opens as a confused Muggle overhears Lord Voldemort and his
henchman, Wormtail (the escapee from book three, Azkaban) discussing a murder and



plotting more deaths (and invoking Harry Potter's name); clues suggest that Voldemort
and Wormtail's location will prove highly significant. From here it takes a while
(perhaps slightly too long a while) for Harry and his friends to get back to the Hogwarts
school, where Rowling is on surest footing. Headmaster Dumbledore appalls everyone
by declaring that Quidditch competition has been canceled for the year; then he
makes the exciting announcement that the Triwizard Tournament is to be held after a
cessation of many hundred years (it was discontinued, he explains, because the death
toll mounted so high). One representative from each of the three largest wizardry
schools of Europe (sinister Durmstrang, luxurious Beauxbatons and Hogwarts) are to
be chosen by the Goblet of Fire; because of the mortal dangers, Dumbledore casts a
spell that allows only students who are at least 17 to drop their names into the Goblet.
Thus no one foresees that the Goblet will announce a fourth candidate: Harry. Who has
put his name into the Goblet, and how is his participation in the tournament linked, as
it surely must be, to Voldemort's newest plot? The details are as ingenious and original
as ever, and somehow (for catching readers off-guard must certainly get more difficult
with each successive volume) Rowling plants the red herrings, the artful clues and
tricky surprises that disarm the most attentive audience. A climax even more
spectacular than that of Azkaban will leave readers breathless. The muscle-building
heft of this volume notwithstanding, the clamor for book five will begin as soon as
readers finish installment four. All ages. (July)

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the Hardcover
edition.

作者介绍: 

J K (Joanne Kathleen) Rowling was born in the summer of 1965 at Yate General
Hospital in England and grew up in Chepstow, Gwent where she went to Wyedean
Comprehensive. Jo left Chepstow for Exeter University, where she earned a French and
Classics degree, and where her course included one year in Paris. As a postgraduate
she moved to London to work at Amnesty International, doing research into human
rights abuses in Francophone Africa. She started writing the Harry Potter series during
a Manchester to London King's Cross train journey, and during the next five years,
outlined the plots for each book and began writing the first novel. Jo then moved to
northern Portugal, where she taught English as a foreign language. She married in
October 1992 and gave birth to her daughter Jessica in 1993. When her marriage
ended, she returned to the UK to live in Edinburgh, where "Harry Potter & the
Philosopher's Ston"e was eventually completed and in 1996 she received an offer of
publication. The following summer the world was introduced to Harry Potter."Harry
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone" was published by Bloomsbury Children's Books in
June 1997 and was published as "Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone" in America by
Arthur A. Levine Books/Scholastic in September 1998.The second title in the series,
"Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets", was published in July 1998 (June 2, 1999 in
America) and was No. 1 in the adult hardback bestseller charts for a month after
publication. "Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban" was published on 8th July 1999
(September 8, 1999 in America) to worldwide acclaim and massive press attention. The
book spent four weeks at No.1 in the adult hardback bestseller charts, while "Harry
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone" simultaneously topped the paperback charts. In
the US the first three Harry Potter books occupied the top three spots on numerous
adult bestseller lists.The fourth book in the series, "Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire"
was published in Britain, the USA, Canada and Australia 8th July 2000 with a record
first print run of 1 million copies for the UK and 3.8 million for the US. It quickly broke
all records for the greatest number of books sold on the first weekend of publication.



The fifth book in the series, "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix," was published
in Britain, the USA, Canada and Australia on 21st June 2003. Published in paperback
on 10th July 2004, it is the longest in the series – 766 pages - and broke the records set
by "Harry Potter & the Goblet of Fire" as the fastest selling book in history. The sixth
book in the series, "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince", was published in the UK,
US and other English-speaking countries on 16th July 2005 and also achieved record
sales.The seventh and final book in the series, "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows,"
was published in the UK, US and other English speaking countries on 21st July 2007.
The book is the fastest selling book in the UK and USA and sales have contributed to
breaking the 375 million copies mark worldwide.J K Rowling has also written two small
volumes, which appear as the titles of Harry's school books within the novels.
"Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them" and "Quidditch Through The Ages" were
published by Bloomsbury Children's Books and Scholastic in March 2001 in aid of
Comic Relief. The Harry Potter books have sold 400 million copies worldwide. They are
distributed in over 200 territories and are translated into 67 languages.
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