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In the winter of 1965, Leo Strauss taught a seminar on Hegel at the University of
Chicago. While Strauss neither considered himself a Hegelian nor wrote about Hegel at
any length, his writings contain intriguing references to the philosopher, particularly in
connection with his studies of Hobbes, in his debate in On Tyranny with Alexandre
Kojeve; and in his account of the “three waves” of modern political philosophy.

Leo Strauss on Hegel reconstructs Strauss” s seminar on Hegel, supplemented by
passages from an earlier version of the seminar from which only fragments of a
transcript remain. Strauss focused his seminar on the lectures collected in The
Philosophy of History, which he considered more accessible than Hegel™ s written
works. In his own lectures on Hegel, Strauss continues his project of demonstrating
how modern philosophers related to ancient thought and explores the development
and weaknesses of modern political theory. Strauss is especially concerned with the
relationship in Hegel between empirical history and his philosophy of history, and he
aégues for the primacy of religion in Hegel’ s understanding of history and society. In
addition to a relatively complete transcript, Leo Strauss on Hegel also includes
annotations, which bring context and clarity to the text.
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H%: Note on the Leo Strauss Transcript Project

Editorial Headnote

Inftroduction to the Transcript of Leo Strauss’ s 1965 Course on Hegel” s Philosophy
of History

Chapter 1: Preliminary Considerations

Chapter 2: Reason in History and the Nature of Spirit

Chapter 3: The Actualization of Spirit in World History

Chapter 4: Historical Understanding and the Folk-Mind

Chapter 5: Africa and China

Chapter 6: China Continued and India

Chapter 7: India Continued and Persia

Chapter 8: Phoenicia, Judea, and Egypt

Chapter 9: The Greek World

Chapter 10: The Greek World Continued

Chapter 11: The Greek World Continued and the Roman World

Chapter 12: The Roman World Continued and the Advent of Christianity

Chapter 13: Interlude: The Concept of the Philosophy of History

Chapter 14: The Middle Ages

Chapter 15: The Middle Ages Continued

Chapter 16: The Reformation, Enlightenment, and French Revolution
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terrific! almost every single word is a misunderstanding of He%el, but this interpretation
has the magic to attract you to read page after page. During this course, maybe
distinctively on Hegel, this manuscript manifests a rather different Strauss, especially
different from his image in China.
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