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The Social Sciences and Rationality brings together prominent scholars working in
several social science disciplines and the philosophy of science to debate the promise
and problems of rational choice theory. In its simplest form, the theory postulates that
humans are purposive beings who pursue their goals in a rational, efficient manner,
seeking the greatest benefit at the lowest cost. In the introduction and conclusion, the
editors survey the current state of the debate and show how open, constructive
dialogue enables us to move beyond hackneyed accusations and dismissals that have
characterized much previous debate.
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