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Anyone who has read J. D. Salinger's New Yorker stories - particularly A Perfect Day for
Bananafish, Uncle V\/i%gily in Connecticut, The Laughing Man, and For Esme - With Love
and Squalor, will not be surprised by the fact that his first novel is full of children. The
hero-narrator of The Catcher in the Rye is an ancient child of sixteen, a native New
Yorker named Holden Caulfield. Through circumstances that tend to preclude adult,
secondhand description, he leaves his prep school in Pennsylvania and goes
underground in New York City for three days. The boy himselfis at once too simple and
too complex for us to make any final comment about him or his story. Perhaps the
safest thing we can say about Holden is that he was born in the world not just strongly
attracted to beauty but, almost, hopelessly impaled on it. There are many voices in this
novel: children's voices, adult voices, underground voices-but Holden's voice is the
most eloquent of all. Transcending his own vernacular, yet remaining marvelously
faithful to it, he issues a perfectly articulated cry of mixed pain and pleasure. However,
like most lovers and clowns and poets of the higher orders, he keeps most of the pain
to, and for, himself. The pleasure he gives away, or sets aside, with all his heart. It is
there for the reader who can handle it to keep.

Salinger's classic coming-of-age story portrays one young man's funny and poignant
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experiences with life, love, and sex.

TEENA:

Jerome David Salinger (January 1, 1919 - January 27, 2010) was an American author,
best known for his 1951 novel The Catcher in the Rye, as well as his reclusive nature.
His last original published work was in 1965; he gave his last interview in 1980.

Raised in Manhattan, Salinger be%an writing short stories while in secondary school,
and published several stories in the early 1940s before servm% in World Warll. Salinger
ﬁublished his first stories in Story magazine which was started by Whit Burnett. In 1948

e published the critically acclaimed story "A Perfect Day for Bananafish" in The New
Yorker magazine, which became home to much of his subsequent work. In 1951
Salinger released his novel The Catcher in the Rye, an immediate popular success. His
depiction of adolescent alienation and loss of innocence in the protagonist Holden
Caulfield was influential, especially among adolescent readers. The novel remains
widely read and controversial, selling around 250,000 copies a year.

Biography

Jerome David Salinger, was born in New York City on Jan. 1, 1919, and established his
reputation on the basis of a single novel, The Catcher in the Rye (1951), whose principal
character, Holden Caulfield, epitomized the growing pains of acﬁeneration of high
school and college students. The public attention that followed the success of the
book led Salinger to move from New York to the remote hills of Cornish, New
Hampshire. Before that he had published only a few short stories; one of them, "A
Perfect Day for Bananafish," which appeared in The New Yorker in 1949, introduced
readers to Seymour Glass, a character who subsequently figured in Franny and Zooey
(1961) and Raise High the Roof Beam, Carpenter and Seymour: An Introduction (1963),
Salinger's only other published books. Of his 35 published short stories, those which
Salinger wishes to preserve are collected in Nine Stories (1953).

Author biography copyright 1993, Grolier, Inc.
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“I'm standin% on the edge of some crazy cliffs. what i have to do, i have to catch
everybody if they start to go over the cliff - i mean if they're runnmgﬁand they don't look
where they're going i have to come out from somewhere and catc \ »
them.” SFHAE, DFEIUR, BRLEKNER, I, [EW “PFuLEFEF
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Part of me is like you and it's THAT part that I'm struggling with. | know what | hate in



you Now.
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It" s like a period of time we all experienced through our adolescence, when we doubt
and want to rebel everything. Holden feels disgusted about the whole phony world
and thinks his peers are idiots. After graduation, | find out the so called idiots are  *
normal” , and the phony world called reality.

Oh wow | love this book so much! Just let me be myself and be fucked up, | know there
is always a hope right ahead but just let me figure it out myself.

This book just about kills me. | swear to god, while | was reading it, one minute | was
laughing like a madman and all and the next | was depressed as hell.
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