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JOSEPH CONRAD (1857-1924) was one of the most remarkable figures in English
literature. Born in Poland, and originally named Josef Teodor Konrad Walecz
Korzeniowski, he went to sea at the age of seventeen and eventually joined the crew of
an English vessel, becoming a British citizen in the process. He retired from the sea in
1894 and took up the pen, writing all his works in English, a language he had only
learned as an adult. Despite this, he was a master stylist, both lush and precise. His
outsider's eye gave him special insights into the moral dangers of the great age of
European empires. In his prefactory note to _The Nigger of the Narcissus,_ Conrad
wrote, "A work that aspires, however humbly, to the condition of art should carry its
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justification in every line. And art itself may be defined as a single-minded attempt to
render the highest kind of justice to the visible universe, by bringing to light the truth,
manifold and one, underlying its every aspect. . . ."
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