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| am a Native of New Zealand now resident in Australia, working in a large public
hospital in Melbourne. For several years | studied and wrote screenplays, one of which
was optioned by an academy award winning Screenwriter in the U.S. In 2003, | was
introduced to an elderly gentleman "who might just have a story worth telling". The
day I met Lale Sokolov changed my life, as our friendship grew and he embarked on a
journey of self scrutiny, entrusting the inner most details of his life durin% the
Holocaust. I originally wrote Lale's story as a screenplay - which ranked high in
mterﬂational competitions - before reshaping it into my debut novel, The Tattooist of
Auschwitz.
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SRS ENAE, EREERNIRE, LN b M. BRRSURALECilkas 1F
EEn1eE T —aE, REBERILY),  “Thiswas a girl who was sixteen years of age.
Just sixteen. | became captivated by Cilka, unable to understand or comprehend the
strength someone of her age must have had to survive the way she did. And why did
she have to be punished so harshly for choosing to live?”

Just like «The Tattooist of Auschwitz», this book affected me by so many ways. Cilka™ s
courage and empathy towards others are so precious. She is meant to survive
Auschwitz and Vorkuta. She deserves to find true love and to live a peaceful life after
her ruined adolescence. She is the strongest protagonist I’ ve ever encountered so far.
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