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In arich and varied career, George P. Shultz has aided presidents, confronted national
and international crises, and argued passionately that the United States has a vital
stake in promoting democratic values and institutions. In speeches, articles,
congressional testimony, and conversations with world leaders, he has helped shape
policy and public opinion on topics ranginTg from technology and terrorism to drugs
and climate change. The result is a body of work that has influenced the decisions of
nations and leaders, as well as the lives of ordinary people. In Thinking About the
Future, Shultz has collected and revisited key writings, aﬁpl%mg his past thinking to
America’ s most pressing contemporary problems. Each chapterincludes new
commentary from the author, providing context, color, and behind-the-scenes
glimpses of how decisions are made in the halls of power. In the more than half a
century since Shultz entered public life, the world has changed dramatically. But he
remains guided by the belief that  “you can learn about the future—or at least relate to
it—by studying the past and identifying principles that have continuing application to
our lives and our world.”
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George Pratt Shultz has had a distinguished career in government, academia, and the
world of business. He is one of two individuals to have held four different federal
cabinet posts; has taught at three of this country’ s great universities; for eight years
was president of a major engineering and construction company. Shultz was sworn in
on July 16, 1982, as the sixtieth US secretary of state, serving until January 20, 1989.
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