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The Cold War dominated world affairs during the half-century following World War II.
America prevailed, but only after fifty years of grim international struggle, costly wars in
Korea and Vietnam, trillions of dollars in military spending, and decades of nuclear
showdowns. Was all of that necessary?

In this new edition of their landmark history, Campbell Craig and Fredrik Logevall
include recent scholarship on the Cold War, the Reagan and Bush administrations, and
the collapse of the Soviet regime and expand their discussion of the nuclear revolution
and origins of the Vietnam War to advance their original argument: that America’s
response to a very real Soviet threat gave rise to a military and political system in
Washington that is addicted to insecurity and the endless pursuit of enemies to
destroy. America’s Cold War speaks vividly to debates about forever wars and threat
inflation at the center of American politics today.
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