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Arevealing portrait of the ancient Andean empire from its earliest development to its
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final capitulation to Pizarro. Defying many of the supposed rules of civilization building
and lacking the advantages of a written language, hard metals, the wheel, or draft
animals, the Incas forge ormeofthe;Freatestinwpeﬂalstatesinfﬂstory.wwrecentyears
researchers have employed new tools to get to the heart of this mysterious culture.
Drawing on archaeology, anthropology, and ethnohistory, The Incas provides the most
up-to-date interpretations of the culture, religion, politics, economics, and daily life
available. Readers will learn how the Incas discovered medicines still in use and kept
records using knotted cords; how they created masterful highways and stone bridges;
and how the inhabitants of seemingly unfarmable lands came to give the world
Rfﬁatoes,beans,corn,squashes;&nnatoes,avocados,peanLHs,and peppers. 63
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