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Flann O'Brien's first novel is a brilliant impressionisticaumble of ideas, mytholo%y and
nonsense. Operating on many levels it incorporates plots within plots, giving full rein to
O'Brien's dancin§ intellect and Celtic wit. The undergraduate narrator lives with his
uncle in Dublin, drinks too much with his friends and invents stories peopled with
hilarious and unlikely characters, one of whom, in a typical O'Brien conundrum,
creates a means by which women can give birth to full-grown people. Flann O'Brien's
blend of farce, satire and fantasy resultin a remarkable, astonishingly innovative book.
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One of my desert island books. A boozy whirlwind of a tour de force that leaves you

feeling the next morning as if you'd spent the night in the company of a few
lossomaniac professors. Probably not for everyone, but everyone should have a shot

g
atit all the same.
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