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In 1960, when he was almost sixty years old, John Steinbeck set out to rediscover his
native land. He felt that he might have lost touch with its sights, sounds and the
essence of its people. Accompanied only by his dog, Charley, he travelled allacross the
United States in a pick-up truck. His journey took him through almost forty states, and
he saw thin Sthatrnadefﬂﬂwproud,an%QasynﬂpatheUcan elated. All that he saw and
experienced is described with remarkable honesty and insight.
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| have always lived violently drunk hugely eaten too much or not at all..I've lifted,

pulled, chopped, climbed, made love with joy, taken my hangovers as a consequence

not as a punishment.| didn't want to surrender fierceness for a small gain in yardage/|

\t/)\/ond&rvvhy progress looks so much like destruction/Our capacity for self-delusion is
oundless
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John Steinbeck described the itch to travel as an incurable disease that nothing, not
even the old age could diminish. And the spontaneity of a trip. The nearer the date of
the departure, the more unlikely you feel the trip would happen. And no matter ho...
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Ever since his first book was published in 1929, John Steinbeck has been writing about

America—while America changed. In 1960, when he was almost sixty years old,

Steihn bdeck felt that he might have lost touch: “l was working from memory,” he said,
“I'had...
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