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Fading charmer Tommy Wilhelm has reached his day of reckoning and is scared. In his
forties, he still retains a boyish impetuousness that has brought him to the brink of
chaos: he is separated from his wife and children, at odds with his vain, successful
father, failed in his acting career (a Hollywood agent once placed him as the type that
loses the girl) and in a financial mess. In the course of one climactic day he reviews his
ﬁast mistakes and spiritual malaise, until a mysterious, philosophizing con man grants
| imﬁ glorious, illuminating moment of truth and understanding, and offers him one
ast hope
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Suffering is the only kind of life they are sure they can have, and if they quit suffering
they're afraid they'll have nothing,
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In LA all the loose objects in the country were collected, as if America had been tilted



and everything that wasn't tightly screwed down had slid into CA. //It was his bid for
liberty, Adler being the title of the species, Tommy the freedom of the person. But Wilky
his inescapable self. //assigned to be the carrier of a load which was his own self
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understand each other. The past is no good to us. The future is full of anxiety. Only the
present is real. The here and now. Seize the day.
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