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Vessel Commander First Rank Galen Diettinger,

of the Sauron Fleet Heavy CruiSer Fomoria, stirred

slightly in the command seat, waiting for the lag

effect of jump to wear off. As his vision cleared,,

Dietfinger realized he could make oul more details

of the bridge than he nfight have liked. Fire had
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blackened a third of the room. while smoke still

drifted lazily in the red glow of the combat lights.

Somehow, they had made it. In Dietfinger s mind

was an image of the Homeworld as they had jumped.

Firestorms and mushroom clouds pockmarked the

land. Even the seas roiled as the Imperial ships

sought out the undersea cities. A great red wound

ran along the main continent of Lebensraum as the

Imperial assaults split the planet s erus~, while in

the space above, the bright lights of the homeland s

hopelessly oumunthered fleet pulsed as each ship

died. All but one.

"Position, sir," Navigation announced.

"Speak."

"Byers Star system. The moon is the only settled

body. Local name: Haven. An old CoDo relocation

eolony, Imperial since the Terran Bxodus. We re

really on the fringes, sir. Fries show no Imperial

presence m this sector for
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