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Most people know that Sweden is a country
in northern Europe, even though it is occa-
sionally confused with Switzerland, the land
of the Alps on the European mainland. In
summer we have light sunny nights, and in

winter the blazing greenish hue of the north-
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ern lights flashes across the heavens and is re-
flected in the glittering snow. The scenery is
imposing from the fertile plains of southern
Sweden to the undulating mountainous region
to the north. Europe s last remaining
wilderness is to be found here, with marked
walking paths and wild animals such as elk,
bears and wolves and a unique flora which is
well worth studying.

Sweden covers an area of 486,661 square
kilometers, slightly less than that of France
and a third more than Italy, and at the end of
1992 it had a population of 8.7 million.
Sweden elccts its parliament (Pdksdag)
cvel 7~ third year and is a genuine democracy.
We have our say in the United Nations Orga-
nization and have a long tradition of giving
help and protection to the suffering and perse-
cuted. We Swedes also set great store by a sta-
ble labour market and social security.

Sweden is a monarchy headed by King Carl
XVI Gustav. At his side he has Queen Silvia,

who is noted for her beauty and for her sup
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