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Few works of fiction have ever caught the
imagination of so vast a public as did
The Exorcist.

Now William Peter Blatty has written

a novel that transcends The Exorcist in
suspense, searing power and intensity. A
young boy, a deaf-mute, is found horribly
murdered in a mock crucifixion. The
kindly, aging detective assigned to the
case sees it not only as a crime--one

that calls for all his skill and intuition as
an investigator--but as part of a larger
and more baffling mystery: whether or
not a good god can exist if He tolerates
such monstrous evil. Is the murderer the
elderly woman who witnessed the crime?
A neurologist who can no longer bear the
pain life inflicts on its victims? A psychi-
atrist with a macabre sense of humor

and a guilty secret? A mysterious mental
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