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Robin William Winks was born in Indiana on Dec. 5, 1930, and graduated from the
University of Colorado in 1952.

As a Fulbright Scholar in New Zealand, he received a master's degree in Maori studies
from Victoria University before studying ethnography back at Colorado and earning his
doctorate at Johns Hopkins in 1957,

He joined the history faculty at Yale in 1959 and remained there for the rest of his
career, with the exception of some visiting posts overseas. From 1969 to 1971 he was
cultural attaché at the United States Embassy in London. From 1999 to 2000 he was
the Viyvyan Harmsworth visiting professor of American history at Oxford University, to
which he returned in 1992 and 1993 as George Eastman professor, lecturing on the
history of the British Empire.
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