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Cheery persistence wears down a curmudgeonly bear in a wry comedy of manners that
ends in a most unlikely friendship.

Bear is quite sure he doesn’ tlike visitors. He even has a sign. So when a mouse taps
on his door one day, Bear tells him to leave. But when Bear goes to the cupboard to

et a bowl, there is the mouse — small and gray and bright-eyed. In this slapstick tale
that begs to be read aloud, all Bear wants is to eat his breakfast in peace, but the
mousle — who keeps popping up in the most unexpected places — just won’ tgo
away!
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It is one of my favorite children's books read at Hearts Leap this year. It is about a
lonely bear who chose to enjoy a life of solitude until he met a tmf cheerful mouse. In
an expressive way, they embraced the different "other" and established unlikely

fArieAﬂ ship. The soft-toned watercolor and ink illustration feels like cool summer breeze
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