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And the Hippos Were Boiled in Their Tanks is a novel by Jack Kerouac and William S,
Burroughs. It was written in 1945, a full decade before the two authors became famous
as leading figures of the Beat Generation, and remained unpublished for many years.

Written in the form of a mystery novel, the book consists of alternating chapters by
each authorwritin%as a different character. Burroughs (as William Lee, the pseudonym
he would later use for his first published book, Junkie) writes the character "Will
Dennison" while Kerouac (as "John Kerouac"), takes on the character of "Mike
Ryko".[1][2]

According to the book The Beat Generation in New York by Bill Morgan, the novel was
based upon the killing of David Kammerer who was obsessed with Lucien Carr. Carr
stabbed Kammerer to death in a drunken fight, in self defense by some accounts, then
dumped Kammerer's body into the Hudson River. Carr later confessed the crime, first
to Burroughs, then to Kerouac, neither of whom reported it to the police. When Carr
eventually turned himself in, Burroughs and Kerouac were arrested as accessories after
the fact. Kerouac served some jail time because his father refused to bail him out but
Burroughs was bailed out by his family. (Kerouac married Edie Parker while in jail, and
she then paid his bail.)[3]

As a consequence of his experiences related to the Kammerer/Carr case, Burroughs
became addicted to morphine.

In later years, Burroughs did not consider And the Hippos Were Boiled in Their Tanks
worth retrieving from obscurity. In the 1986 documentary What Happened to Kerouac?
he dismissed it as "not a distinguished work." According to his lon§time companion
James Grauerholz numerous attempts were made by Kerouac and others to get the
book published, until Burroughs brought a lawsuit over the use of quotations from the
manuscript that appeared in New York magazine in 1976; the suit, which was settled in
the 1980s, established the ovvnershiﬁ of the work.[4]. When Burroughs died in 1997,
Grauerholz became the executor of nis estate, with responsibility for the disposition of
his unpublished works. He had befriended Lucien Carrand agreed not to publish the
manuscript in Carr's lifetime. Carr's death in 2005 made way for the book to be
published at last.[5].

Penigum Books published the novel in November 2008.[6][ 7] An American edition was
published by Grove Press.

The book's title alleged(ljy comes from a news broadcast, heard by Burroughs, about a
fire at the St Louis Zoo during which the announcer broke into hysterics on reading the
line. However, in his afterword to the 2008 publication, James Grauerholz indicated
that the origin of the title is unconfirmed and may have been related to a zoo incident
in Egypt, or possibly even a fire that occurred at a circus.[8]

TEENE:

Jean-Louis "Jack" Lebris de Kerouac ( /kruaek/ or /kreek/; March 12, 1922
— October 21, 1969) was an American novelist and poet. He is considered a literar
iconoclast and, alongside William S. Burroughs and Allen Ginsberg, a pioneer of the



Beat Generation.[2] Kerouac is recognized for his spontaneous method of writing,
covering topics such as Catholic spirituality, jazz, promiscuity, Buddhism, drugs,
poverty, and travel. His writings have inspired other writers, including Ken Kesey, Bob
Dylan, Richard Brautigan, Thomas Pynchon,[3] Lester Bangs, Tom Robbins, Will Clarke,
and Haruki Murakam.[citation needed] Critics of his work have labeled it "slapdash”,
"grossly sentimental”,[4] and "immoral".[5] Kerouac became an underground celebrit
and, with other beats, a progenitor of the Hippie movement,[6] although he remaine
antagonistic toward it. In 1969, at age 47, Kerouac died from internal bleeding due to
long-standing abuse of alcohol. Since his death Kerouac's literary prestige has grown
and several previously unseen works have been published. All of his books are in print
today, among them: On the Road, Doctor Sax, The Dharma Bums, Mexico City Blues,
The Subterraneans, Desolation Angels, Visions of Cody and Big Sur.

William Seward Burroughs |1 ( /broz/; also known by his pen name William Lee;
February 5, 1914(1914-02-05) — August 2, 1997(1997-08-02)) was an American novelist,
poet, essayist and spoken word performer. Burroughs was a primary figure of the Beat
Generation and a major postmodernist author who affected popular culture as well as
literature. He is considered to be "one of the most politically trenchant, culturally
influential, and innovative artists of the 20th century."[1] Burroughs wrote 18 novels
and novellas, six collections of short stories and four collections of essays. Five books
have been published of his interviews and correspondences. Burroughs also
collaborated on projects and recordings with numerous performers and musicians,
and made many appearances in films.

He was born to a wealthy family in St. Louis, Missouri, grandson of the founder of the
Burroughs Corporation, William Seward Burroughs |, and nephew of public relations
manager lvy Lee. Burroughs began writing essays and journals in early adolescence. He
left home in 1932 to attend Harvard University, studying English and anthropology, but
after being turned down by the Office of Strategic Services and U.S. Navy to serve In
World War I, dropped out and spent the next twenty years working a variety of jobs. In
1943 while living in New York City, he befriended Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac, the
mutually influential foundation of what became the countercultural movement of the
Bheat Gen?%aticl?, while becoming involved in the drug addiction that affected him for

the rest of nis lite,

Much of Burroughs's work is semi-autobiographical, primarily drawn from his
experiences as a heroin addict, as he lived throughout Mexico City, London, Paris,
Berlin, the South American Amazon and Tangier in Morocco. Finding success with his
confessional first novel, Junkie (1953), Burroughs is perhaps best known for his third
novel Naked Lunch (1959), a work fraught with controversy that underwent a court
case under the sodomy laws. With Brion Gysin, he also popularized the literary cut-up
technique in works such as The Nova Trilogy (1961-64). In 1983, Burroughs was elected
to the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, and in 1984 was awarded
the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by France.[2] Jack Kerouac called Burroughs the
"greatest satirical writer since Jonathan Swift,"[3] a reputation he owes to his "lifelong
subversion"[1] of the moral, political and economic systems of modern American
society, articulated in often darkly humorous sardonicism. J. G. Ballard considered
Burroughs to be "the most important writer to emerge since the Second World War,"
while Norman Mailer declared him "the only American writer who may be conceivably
possessed by genius."[3]

Burroughs had one child in 1947, William Seward Burroughs I, with his second wife
Joan Vollmer, who died in 1951 in Mexico City after Burroughs's accidental
manslaughter, an event that deeply permeated all of his writings. Burroughs died at his



home in Lawrence, Kansas after suffering a heart attack in 1997.
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