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Unifier or destroyer, law-maker or tyrant? China’ s First Emperor (258-210 BC) has
been the subject of debate for over 2,000 years. He gave us the name by which China is
known in the West and, by his unification or elimination of six states, he created
imperial China. He stressed the rule of law but suppressed all opposition, burning
books and burying scholars alive. His military achievements are reflected in the
astonishing terracotta soldiers—a veritable buried army—that surround his tomb, and
his Great Wall still fascinates the world. Despite his achievements, however, the First
Emperor has been vilified since his death. This book describes his life and times and
reflects the historical arguments over the real founder of China and one of the most
important men in Chinese history.
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