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In Radical Spirits, Ann Braude proposes that the engagement of women in the
Spiritualism movement, with its belief in the direct accessibility of divine truth to
individuals through spirit communication, not only provided a religious alternative to
male-dominated mainstream religions, but also gave women a social and political
voice as well. Because Spiritualists found in their faith a direct divine sanction for
advancing social change, many of the women involved with Spiritualism were also tied
to the early women's rights movements and to the radical wing of the movement for
abolition of slavery. Thus, the early women's rights movement and Spiritualism went
hand in hand. While much has changed in the academy since the book was first
published, feminist historians continue to view religion as the enemy of women's
emancipation, while historians of religion see signs of feminism in women's religious
activities. Ann Braude proposes to address this scholarly impasse and to press further
her argument for the importance of religion in the study of American women's history.
In this new edition, Braude discusses the impact of the book on the scholarship of the
last decade and assesses the place of religion in interpretations of women's history in
general and the women's rights movement in particular. A review of current
scholarship and suggestions for further reading make the book even more useful for
contemporary teachers and students.
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