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The enthralling international bestseller. We are in the center of Paris, in an elegant
apartment building inhabited by bourgeois families. RenA(c)e, the concierge, IS witness
to the lavish but vacuous lives of her numerous employers. Outwardly she conforms to
every stereotype of the concierge: fat, cantankerous, addicted to television. Yet,
unbeknownst to her employers, RenA(c)e is a cultured autodidact who adores art,
philosophTy, music, and Japanese culture. With humor and intelligence she scrutinizes
the lives of the buildingas tenants, who for their part are barely aware of her existence.
Then thereas Paloma, a twelve-year-old genius. She is the daughter of a tedious
parliamentarian, a talented and startlingly lucid child who has decided to end her life
on the sixteenth of June, her thirteenth birthday. Until then she will continue behaving
as everyone expects her to behave: a mediocre pre-teen high on adolescent
subculture, a good but not an outstanding student, an obedient if obstinate daughter.
Paloma and RenA(c)e hide both their true talents and their finest qualities from a world
they suspect cannot or will not appreciate them. They discover their kindred souls
when a wealthy Japanese man named Ozu arrives in the building. Only he is able to
ain Palomaas trust and to see through RenA(c)eas timeworn disguise to the secret
that haunts her. This is a moving, funny, triumphant novel that exalts the quiet victories
of the inconspicuous among us.
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“The only purpose of cats is that they constitute mobile decorative objects.”
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touch of orientalism still gets to me, but much better than most other things anyways.
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Ifyou think you are a true artist at heart, you ought to read this book which is no less
than the greatest hymn to beauty.
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Everythmg lJapanese is elegant and beautiful. Everything French is vulgar and
pocrltlca
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B & E R IMBIX T ERYEREIS? Orto stop abruptly before life gets too real again?
Overall a clever novel due to the interesting characters. (Note when she praises
somebody, she calls her an aristocrat or a princess.)

There are trillions oonor people prisoned by their meager education, financial anxiety,
and unnecessary self-consciousness. It” s scary to be eloquent about Kant and Marx
among the bourgeoisie elites who might or might not be as intelligent and sensitive as
Madam Michel in a neither sycophant nor condescending way. Leave her alone.
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