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Explores the role played bY women in ancient societies through the analysis of specific
myths from nine different lands.In Women in Myth, Bettina L. Knapp explores the role
played by women in ancient societies through analysis of specific myths from nine
different lands. The author probes issues as to how figures such as Isis, Tiamat, Dido,
Camilla, Deborah, Iphigenia, Salome, Sita, Amaterasu, Nu-Kwa, and others -- some of
whom were goddesses -- fared. She discusses their abilities and their outlooks,
whether their views were gender oriented or androgynous, whether they were deprived
of the most basic human rights or excluded from the highest functions of religious
worship.Knapp explores whether or not these women had done battle, led armies,
founded states, ruled lands, or experienced identity crises. She allows the reader to
establish parallels as well as dichotomies between the lives of ancient and
contemporary women. The reliving of specific episodes from thousands of years ago as
reported in the great myths brings Insights into certain relationships and sheds light on
events and their ramifications in today's home and workplace."The book reflects an
encyclopedic knowled%e of world mythology and a richly intuitive grasp of its
significance and of the hidden messages it contains. It then takes all this ancient
material and uses it to shed light on a contemporary issue of the utmost interest and
relevance, namely the status of women in our society, and in preceding societies as
reflected in myth". -- Patrick Brady, University of Tennessee, Knoxville
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