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Grisham s tight control of the two meandering threads leaves the reader guessing
through most of the opening chapters how and when these two worlds will collide.
Also impressive is Grisham s careful portraiture. Justice Hatlee Beech in particular is a
fascinating, tragic anti-hero: a millionaire judge with an appointment for life who was
rendered divorced, bankrupt, and friendless after his conviction for a drunk-driving
homicide.
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