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In this book, Professor Robert Jackson develops an original interpretation of Third
World underdevelopment, explaining it in terms of international relations and law. He
describes Third World countries as 'quasi-states’, arguing that they are states in name
only, demonstrating how international changes during the post-1945 period made it
possible for many quasi-states to be created and to survive despite the fact that they
are usually inefficient, illegitimate and domestically unstable.
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