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While prejudice against Jews is a real and ongoing cate%ory in Western culture, little
attention has been paid to the myths of the Jews" and theirimpact in countries outside
the West. This work draws on a wide variety of source materials from the past two
centuries to examine the images of the Jews' as constructed in China. However, the
interest here does not lie in the determination of the boundary between the real and
fictional aspects of these images. Rather, it lies in the implications associated with the
Jew' as an other', which remains a distant mirror in the construction of the self’
amongst various social groups in modern China. Although it has been noted by a few
scholars that the use of the Jews' as a category was important to many thinkers of
modern China in the construction of their nationalistic and socio- political ideologies,
this is the first systematic study in the field to be published. This book is also more than
a historical book on China in that it opens a new arena for modern Jewish studies from
a unique angle.
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