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In a small Pennsylvania town depressed by coal mine closings, a young man of 19 finds
himself thrust into the role of parent. Harley has become the guardian of his three
¥ounger sisters as the result of their mother going to jail for the shooting death of their
ather. Each sibling finds his or her own way of coping with this family tragedy. During
his regular visits with a psychotherapist Harley finds some comfort while at the same
time feeling disdain for this woman. He is able to satisfy his youthful urges by
beginning a series of sexual encounters with an older woman whose daughter is a
playmate of his youngest sister. The characterizations are vivid, and each family
member generates sympathy. Reader Dylan Baker does a satisfactory job of
interpreting Harley s sense of frustration and cynicism. An absorbing novel worth
purchasing for fiction collections.DCatherine Swenson, Norwich Univ. Lib., Northfield,
VT
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