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For the first time in a single volume, distinguished experts address the complex
issuesAissues rarely confronted in empirical studies of patients with
schizophreniaAand controversial research surrounding the assessment of negative
symptoms and cognitive deficits in patients with schizophrenia. Despite recent
advances in our understanding of schizophrenia, still notably absent is consensus in
assessing negative symptom treatment response. What is the most effective
assessment methodAgiven the varying methodologies and contradictory results to
date? What constitutes an adequate response? Which medicationAnone is specifically
indicated and licensed for negative symptom treatmentAyields the best results? What
are the indications for use of this medication? Which instrument best measures
negative symptom treatment response (eight rating scales are analyzed here??
Reaching consensus among clinicians and researchers alike is even more difficult
because assessment is often thwarted by extra pgramidal side effects of medications,
similarities to depressive symptoms, and secondary effects of psychotic experiences. In
addition to clarifying these pressing issues, Negative Symptom and Cognitive Deficit
Treatment Response in Schizophrenia also discusses -The importance of measuring
the experience of emotion versus the more traditional objectively measured symptoms
in patients with schizophrenia, and how deficits in emotional experience may resist
treatmentAeven in treatment-responsive patients. -The family as an often overlooked
source of information about negative symptom improvement or worsening, and the
impact of negative symptoms on patientsA relatives. -How treatment affects social
functioning and subjective experience of Aquality of life,A and the importance of
neurocognitive dysfunction in the social deficits of schizophrenia, which often persist
despite significant amelioration of other symptoms. -Specific guidelines for assessing
neurocognitive treatment response. Cognitive enhancement is a major factor in
improving the quality of patientsA lives. -The latest research on the neurobiology of
negative symptoms, including the role of various neurotransmitter systems and brain
regions in mediating negative symptom pathology. Also discussed is single vs. multiple
pathophysiological processes and single treatment modality vs. distinct treatments for
different aSTpects of negative symptoms. -How to distinguish ApureA negative
symptoms from deficit symptoms (i.e., those that persist for at least 1 year and are not
secondary to factors such as depression, medication side effects, anxiety, delusions,
and hallucinations), and which treatment is indicated for each. Highlighted by patient
vi%nettes, this in-depth guide will be welcomed by all clinicians who treat patients with
schizophrenia and want to know and document whether their interventions
ameliorate negative symptoms and cognitive dysfunction, and by all researchers who
stugy schizophrenia, particularly those interested in clinical issues and treatment
stuaies.
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