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The Beijing Olympics ensured that the world would be watching China in 2008, and the
year turned out to be the most tumultous and traumatic for the Chinese since the
massive Tiananment uprising of 1989. Crippling winter storms, riots in Tibet, the
devastating Sichuan earth-quake, and many other dramatic events-including the PRC
edging out the United States to become the country with the most Internet
users-grabbed international headlines. This innovative book, based on postings from
the China Beat (the noted group blog/electronic magazine based at the University of
California, Irvine) as well as works from other leading publications and completely new
material, showcases the as-it-happened reports and commentaries of a mix of
distingusihed academics, high-profile journalists, freelance writers, and
up-and-coming young China specialists.
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