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This "masterful treatise on Japan's strategic culture” illuminates why the nation must
remain at the forefront of U.S. foreign policy. ( Foreign Affairs ) America has a long
tradition of underestimating and misunderstanding Japan. We have viewed it as a
quiet and reactive nation. In fact, Japan has a history of rapid and dramatic
shifts--from its 180-degfree turn from brutal imperialism in favor of withdrawal from
international politics after World War Il to the evaporation of the "Japanese economic
miracle" in the 1990s. Kenneth Pyle tells the unprecedented story of Japan's trajectory
over the past 150 years, illuminating its policy strategy and shedding new light on
recent events.
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