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Mike Pressler walked into the bottom-floor meeting room of the Murray Building and,
as he had done hundreds of times over a sixteen-year career at Duke University,
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prepared to address his men's lacrosse team. Forty-six players sat in theater-style
chairs, all eyes riveted forward.It was 4:30 P.M. on Wednesday, April 5, 2006. The
program's darkest hour had arrived in an unexpected and explosive
announcement.Pressler, a three-time ACC Coach of the Year, informed his team that its
season was canceled and that he had "resigned," effective immediately. While his
words reverberated off the walls, hysteria erupted. Players cried, confused over a
course of events that had spun wildly out of control. What began as an off-campus
team party with two hired strippers had accelerated into a rape investigation-one that
exposed prosecutorial misconduct, shoddy police work, an administration's rush to
judgment, and the media's disregard for the facts-dividing both a prestigious
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