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Mafatu has been afraid of the sea for as long as he can remember. Though his father is
the Great Chief of Hikueru - an island whose seafaring people worship courage - Mafatu
feels like an outsider. All his life he has been teased, taunted, and even blamed for
storms on the sea. Then at age fifteen, no longer willing to put up with the ridicule and
jibes, Mafatu decides to take his fate into his own hands. With his dog, Uri, as his
companion, Mafatu paddles out to sea, ready to face his fears. What he learns on his
lonesome adventure will change him forever and make him a hero in the eyes of his
people.

作者介绍: 

这位出生于十九世纪末的作家，一生热爱旅行，勤于说故事，所以斯普瑞写的任何一本
书，都成为他走过世界的最好纪录。法属塔希提两年的旅居生活触动了他在创作上的灵
感，其中最成熟的一本代表作，便是1941年获得纽伯瑞金牌的《海上小勇士》。虽然
身为儿童小说家，但是从创作之始，斯普瑞便不曾因为对象是儿童，而蓄意将书中语调
轻松化或语言简单化。在他的书中，读者看不到特别天真、可爱的字眼，却不减书中自
然洋溢出来的吸引小读者的力量。从《海上小勇士》中流露出来的文字魅力和版画功力
，大家一定不难看出，即使是这样一本薄薄的小册子，这位尊重每一位小读者的作家，
仍然花费了大量的心血与时间在塑造最纯真最深刻的生命。
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书评

我儿子开始自己选择阅读的几本长篇故事书之一，他用了4天看完。他感觉那个小孩非
常勇敢，杀了野猪，刺死白鲸，他的小帆船坏了，还能修好。他能够经历一段历险返回
家乡。  
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