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Passionate and intense in one moment, ironic or brash in the next, Mahler's music
speaks with a diversity of voices that often undermine its own ideals of unity, narrative
struggle and transcendent affirmation. The composer plays constantly with musical
%enres and styles, moving between them without vvamm%m a way that often

ewildered his contemporaries. Ranging freely across Mahler's symphonies and songs
ina thou%htful and thorough study of his musical speech, Julian Johnson considers
how this body of music foregrounds the idea of artifice, construction and musical
convention while at the same time presenting itself as act of authentic expression and
disclosure. Mahler's Voices explores the ShaEmg of this music through strategies of
calling forth its own mysterious voice—as if from nature or the Unconscious—while at
other times revealing itself as a made object, often self-consciously assembled from
familiar and well-worn materials.

A unique study not of Mahler's works as such but of Mahler's musical style, Mahler's
Voices brings together a close reading of the renowned composer's music with
wide-ranging cultural and historical interpretation. Through a radical self-awareness
that links the romantic irony of the late 18th-century to the deconstructive attitude of
the late 20th-century, Mahler's music forces us to rethink historical categories
themselves. Yet what sets it apart, what continues to fascinate and disturb, is the
music's ultimate refusal of this position, acknowledging the conventionality of all its
voices while at the same time, in the intensity of its tone, speaking "as if" what it said
were true. However bound up with the Viennese modernism that Mahler prefigured,
the urgency of this act remains powerfully resonant for our own age.

TEENE:

Julian Johnson is Regius Professor of Music at Royal Holloway, University of London,
having previously been a Reader in Music at the University of Oxford. He has published
widely on music from the 18th century to contemporary music, with a particular focus
on Modernism, musical aesthetics, and questions of music's cultural meaning and
value. He was for many years an active composer, a background that continues to
shape his perspectives as a musicologist.

H=: 1. Mahler and the Musical Voice
a: The Idea of Voice

b: Songs and Symphonies

c: Orchestral Voices

2. Calling Forth a Voice

a: Calling Forth

b: Horn Calls, Birdsong and Bell
c: Calling Back

3. Constructing a Voice

a: Artifice and Tnvention

b: Des Knaben Wunderhorn

c: The Middle Symphonies

4. Plural Voices

a: Carnival Humor

b: Irony and Tone

c: Borrowed Voices

5. Genre and Voice

a: Song

b: Opera



c: Symphony

6. Ways of Telling

a: Literary Voices

b: Idyll, Dream and Fairytale

C: Narrative Strategies

7. Vienna, Modernism and Modernity
a: Critical voices

b: Modernist voices

c: Political voices

8. Performing Authenticity

a: Reception and Performance
b: Authenticity and Self-Critique

c: "As If"
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