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He smiled, and she knew she would

remember the chill of that smile forever.

"I came to tell you what happens next, he

said softly.

"Whatmwhat happens next?"

Cullen nodded. He d thought about this a

thousand times Like it or not, the child

growing in Marissa Perez s womb was his.

Like it or not, he was responsible not just
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for its conception but for its life. Like it or

not, by late last night he could think of

only one appropriate plan of action.

"What happens next, he said slowly, his

eyes on Marissa s face, "is that you re going

to become my wife."
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