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Over the past 25 years, the work of Judith Butler has had an extraordinary impact on
numerous disciplines and interdisciplinary Erojects across the humanities and social
sciences. This original study is the first to take a thematic approach to Butler as a
political thinker. Starting with an explanation of her terms of analysis, "Judith Butler
and Political Theory" develops Butler's theory of the political through an exploration of
her politics of troubling given categories and approaches. By developing concepts
such as normative violence and subversion and by elaborating her critique of
heteronormativity, this book moves deftly between Butler's earliest and most famous
writings on gender and her more recent interventions in post-9/11 politics. This book,
alonﬁ with its companion volume, "Judith Butler's Precarious Politics", marks an
intellectual event for political theory, with major implications for feminism, women's
studies, gender studies, cultural studies, lesbian and gay studies, queer theory and
anyone with a critical interest in contemporary American 'great power' politics.
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