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The new and updated edition of this bestsellm% introductory textbook is a
comprehensive overview of the field of second language acquisition. In an
easy-to-read, accessible style, it provides students with information about the scope of
the field, but also provides background information on related areas such as first
language acquisition. The book introduces students to current issues of data
collection and data analysis, as well as provides an historical overview of the field, thus
giving students context and perspective about how today's issues arise from earlier
approaches.Each chapter offers discussion questions and/or problems so that
students can ﬁUt their knowledge to use in a way that is relevant to what they have
learned, but that also challenges them to go beyond what is in the chapter and to
relate information across chapters. The book covers a range of areas of second
language research including sociolinguistic, psycholinguistic, and linguistic
Ferspectives. It also includes a chapter on the lexicon and on instructed second
anguage learning. The concludingfchapter pulls the information in the previous
chapters together into a coherent framework that challenges students to think about
the field of second language acquisition as a whole.
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For anyone who is studying SLA, Gass & Selinker are the big names that you would
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come across from time to time. Theoretical as it is, it sheds light on a number of issues
of SLA, ranging from the interface of L1 and L2 acquisition to sociolinguistic factors...
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