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Francis Bacon’ s style was so personal and distinctive that his influence lay more in
the intensity of his commitment to art itself than in any direct stylistic legacy. The
British artist developed a way of portraying the human body that was unique in the
history of painting—usually in isolation, at moments of extreme tension or even pain,
distorted like figures from a fantastical nightmare. He remains a tovverm% example to
those dedicated to the depiction of the human figure. In addition to 250 full-color
plates, this publication also reveals Bacon’ s low-art inspirations, including magazine
tear sheets, photographs, and imagery from films.
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