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"Toyota Kata gets to the essence of how Toyota manages continuous improvement
and human ingenuity, through its improvement kata and coaching kata. Mike Rother
explains why typical companies fail to understand the core of lean and make limited
progress--and what it takes to make it a real part of your culture." --Jeffrey K. Liker,
bestselling author of The Toyota Way "[Toyota Kata is] one of the stepping stones that
will usher in a new era of management thinking." --The Systems Thinker "How any
organization in any industry can progress from old-fashioned management by results
to a strikingly different and better way." --James P. Womack, Chairman and Founder,
Lean Enterprise Institute "Practicing the improvement kata is perhaps the best way
we've found so far for actualizing PDCA in an organization." --John Shook, Chairman
and CEO, Lean Enterprise Institute This game-changing book puts you behind the
curtain at Toyota, providing new insight into the legendary automaker's management
practices and offering practical guidance for leading and developing people in a way
that makes the best use of their brainpower. Drawing on six years of research into
Toyota's employee-management routines, Toyota Kata examines and elucidates, for
the first time, the company's organizational routines--called kata--that power its
success with continuous improvement and adaptation. The book also reaches beyond
Toyota to explain issues of human behavior in organizations and provide specific
answers to questions such as: How can we make improvement and adaptation part of
everyday work throughout the organization? How can we develop and utilize the
capability of everyone in the organization to repeatedly work toward and achieve new
levels of performance? How can we give an organization the power to handle dynamic,
unpredictable situations and keep satisfying customers? Mike Rother explains how to
improve our prevailing management approach through the use of two kata:
Improvement Kata--a repeating routine of establishing challenging target conditions,
working step-by-step through obstacles, and always learning from the problems we
encounter; and Coaching Kata: a pattern of teaching the improvement kata to
employees at every level to ensure it motivates their ways of thinking and acting. With
clear detail, an abundance of practical examples, and a cohesive explanation from
start to finish, Toyota Kata gives executives and managers at any level actionable
routines of thought and behavior that produce superior results and sustained
competitive advantage.
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书评

丰田公司，长期占据世界第一大汽车公司的宝座，规模比美国三大汽车公司（传统上即
通用、福特、克莱斯勒）加起来还大，产品远销世界各地，几乎成了汽车的代名词。它
的成功原因却甚少有人研究，读了本书，让我感到意外的是，所谓丰田套路（日语Tak
a），不是什么革命性的技术创新...  

-----------------------------
机场书店里买的书，任务繁忙，只在候机和飞行期间读了一部分，感觉非常棒。虽未读
完，迫不及待推荐。 理由如下：
作者是研究丰田的专家，与国内以娱乐手法撰写企业传记的黏贴专家相比，作者的研究
深入、持续的。 在从显性的看板等丰田管理方法解读其成功秘诀后，作者发现，...  
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