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In a brief introductory essay and a postscript the author considers freudian psychology
as the only one which can help the sociologist understand the psychology of the
human individual and the group. The bulk of this little book is a fair presentation of
identification, formation of the superego, transference, sublimation, rationalization,
etc. Hollitscher presents psychoanalytic theory without distortion, leaving the
sociological reader to use and evaluate it. The author states that he 'made no use of
such works of Freud as Totem and Taboo, Civilization and its Discontents, The Future
of an Illusion, or Moses and Monotheism', because they belong to 'applied'
psychoanalysis. Hollitscher does not want the sociologist to be influenced by Freud's
application of psychoanalysis to sociology. One has the feeling that Hollitscher values
more highly Freud's fundamental psychological conceptions than he does Freud's
contributions to sociology.
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First one in Douban! Haha. It's Freud's basic thought about pshcho-analysis that really
intrigues me. But it seems too painful to realize our behaviours are all driven by evil
instincts.
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