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Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. (1922-2007) was a prolific and genre-bending American novelist
known for works blending satire, black comedy and science fiction, such as
Slaughterhouse-Five (1969), Cat's Cradle (1963), and Breakfast of Champions (1973). He
was also known for his humanist beliefs and being honorary president of the American
Humanist Association.
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The painter pondered the mournful puzzle of life demanding to be born and, once
born, demanding to be fruitful ... to multiply and to live as long as possible——to do all
that on a very small planet that would have to last forever. ——All the answers that the
painter could think of were grim.
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