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Thisis an essay on aesthetics by one of the greatest Japanese novelists. The text
ranges over architecture,{'ade, 0od, toilets, and combines an acute sense of the use of
space in buildings, as well as perfect descriptions of lacquerware under candlelight
and women in the darkness of the house of pleasure. The essay forms a classic
description of the collision between the shadows of traditional Japanese interiors and

the dazzling light of the modern age.
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Junichiro Tanizaki was a major writer of modern Japanese literature who wrote
numerous books, including The Makioka Sisters and Naomi: A Novel.
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And so it has come to be that the beauty of a Japanese room depends on a variation of
shadows heavy shadows against light shadows - it has nothing else.
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