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Avant Garde Jazz Musicians focuses on performers whose out styles, by definition,
transcend traditional boundaries of Jazz and most Western forms of music; some of
these performers are well known, such as John Coltrane, Ornette Coleman, and Cecil
Taylor, and others are not, including Daniel Carter, Billy Bang, and Jemeel Moondoc.
David Such uses an inter-disciplinary approach, ranging from philosophy to
ethnomusicology to psychobiology, to examine how both cultural and personal factors
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have influenced the out musicians and their music and what the music symbolizes to
listeners and to the musicians themselves.

Such strikes a balance between out music itself and the cultural domain as he explores
the social contexts and economic pressures that affect out musical performance. Using
material from extensive personal interviews, Such evaluates the impact of civil rights,
post-industrialization, and urbanization on the beliefs and attitudes of out musicians.

By performing with many of the out musicians he interviews, Such is able to examine
out music and the worldviews of out musicians in a uniquely comprehensive manner
and to resolve some of the more controversial issues surrounding out jazz. In the
process, he makes out music more understandable to jazz fans and scholars alike and
clarifies its role in the overall development of jazz.

David Such received his BA in anthropology from California State University, Fullerton.
He studied ethnomusicology and folklore at UCLA, where he received his Ph.D. in 1985.
Such has taught jazz and ethnomusicology at UCLA and San Diego State University. He
is a multi-instrumentalist who performs out jazz, Near Eastern music, Eastern
European music, and alternative rock.
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