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In her spare, moving retelling of the story of escaped slave Jim from Mark Twain's The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Rawles shifts the focus to Jim's wife, Sadie, whose
unspeakable losses set the tone for Jim's flight. Trained as a healer, Sadie helps bring
Jim into the world when she herself is "no higher than a barrel." As theycfgrovv up
together on Mas Watson's Missouri plantation, Jim only has eyes for Sadie, and after an
informal marriage following their daughter Lizbeth's birth, they consider fleeing
together. Their plans change when Mas Watson dies, and Sadie is taken by a hateful
neighbor while Jim is kept on by Mas Watson's daughter. Jim finally escapes on his
own, but is presumed dead when his hat is found floating in the Mississippi. After
countless tribulations, Sadie meets up again with Jim, who has ventured down the
Mississippi with Huck Finn in the meantime, but the pair are not reunited. Further
disappointment comes after emancipation, when Sadie learns that freedom looks an
awful lot like slavery. Writing in sonorous slave dialect, Rawles creates a memorable
protag?mst in Sadie and builds on Twain's portrayal of Jim while remaining true to the
original.
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