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The analysis of infectious disease data requires separate attention because standard
methods of statistical inference cannot be applied directly. The reasons for this are,
that infectious disease data are highly dependent and, that the infection process is
only partially observable. In this book these difficulties are overcome by making
appropriate model assumptions, by incorporating into the analysis the known
mechanism of disease spread by means of a model and thus obtaining a more efficient
analysis as well as directing attention at epidemiologically meaningful parameters.
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