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Jerzy Neyman received the National Medal of Science "for laying the foundations of
modern statistics and devising tests and procedures that have become essential parts
of the knowledge of every statistician." Until his death in 1981 at the age of 87, Neyman
was vigorously involved in the concerns and controversies of the day, a scientist whose
personality and activity were integral parts of his contribution to science. His career is
thus particularly well-suited for the non-technical life-story which Constance Reid has
made her own in such well-received biographies of Hilbert and Courant. She was able
to talk extensively with Neyman and have access to his personal and professional
letters and papers. Her book will thus appeal to professional statisticians as well as
am?jteurls_fvvantmg to learn about a subject which permeates almost every aspect of
modern life.
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