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This book introduces the methodological and philosophical problems with which
modern history of science is concerned, offering a comprehensive and critical review
through description and evaluation of significant historiographical viewpoints.
Incorporating discussion of key problems in general historical writing, with examples
drawn from a range of disciplines, this non-elementary introduction bridges the gap
between general history and history of science. Following a review of the early
development of the history of science, the theory of history as applied to science
history is introduced, examining the basic problems which this generates, including
problems of periodisation, ideological functions, and the conflict between diachronical
and anachronical historiography. Finally, the book considers the critical use, and
analysis, of historical sources, and the possibility of the experiemental reconstruction
of history. Aimed primarily at students, the book's broad scope and integration of
historical, philosophical and scientific matters will interest philosophers, sociologists
ar?d lgenleral historians, for whom there is no alternative introduction to the subject at
this level.
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